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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION
#Washington
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION ANNOQUWCES FORMATION OF T'WO INDUSTRY COMMITTEES
FOR THE K&IT GOODS INDUSTRY :
1

Appointment of industry committees authorized to recormend minimum wage rates
under the Fair Lebor Shandavds Act for the Knitted Outerwear Industry (Industry Come
mittee Noo, 7) and the britisd Underwear and Commercial Knitting Industry (Industry
Comnittee No., 8) was announced today by Administrator Elmer Fe Andrews of the ?ﬁge
and Hour Division, Uniled States Department of Ilabore These two divisions of the
Textile and Apparel industries employ nearly 100,000 workers, more than 60,000
being employed in the ¥nitted Underwear and Commercial Xnitting Industry and more
than SO,COO in the Knitted Outerweor Industry.

With the appointment of these two committees the last major téxtile and
apparcl operations have becen included in the jurisdiction of industry committecs
for the recommendation of minimum wagze rotes after invostigetion of cconomic and
competitive conditions. The total numbor of workers ia this mejor classifieation
of Americen industry (textiles cnd apparcls), for whom the machinery of minimum wagc
designations on an industry basis has bocon set in motion, comos Lo about 2,000,000,

Except for the 100,000 workcrs in the Knit Goods Industry, minimum woage rocoms
mendations, all above 30 conts and up to and ircluding 40 cents, have been voted by
industry committees for all these workers in the Textile and Appurcl Industrics.

The first wage ordor bascd on such rccommeundations, that for the hosiery industry,
went into offect Monday, Scptembor 18, The sccond, that for the textile industiy,
will go into effect Octobor 24, The remainder aro awniting thoe riling of formol

roports by the committocs and the holding of the public hoerings preseribed in the
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Aot, -Should the remaining recommendations be approved by the Admini;trator, they
will result in wage rate increases for approximately 500,000 workers, or about one=-
fourth of those within the jurisdiction of these industry committees. On October 24
the general statutory minimum for all workers engaged in interstate commerce or the
production of goods for interstate commerce changes from 25 cents to 30 cents, a
change which will mean a wage rate increasc for an_estimated 55C,000 workers,
irrespective of industry committee recommendations.

Under the provisions of the Act, the committees appointed today are to make
minimum wege recommendations "with a view to carrying out the policy of this Act by
reaching, as soon as economically feasible and without substantially curtailing eme
ployment, the objective of o universcl minimum woge of 40 cents an hour,”

The minimum wage determination of Industry Committee Nos. 7 (the Knitted Outer-
wear Industry Committec) will be made for employers engeged in:

"The knitting from any yarn or mixturc of yarns and the further manufacturing,
dycing or other finishing of knmitted garments, lmitted garmont scctions or knitted
garment accessories for usc as cxtornal opporel or covering which are partially or
completely manufactured in the same cstablishment as that wherc the knitting pro-
cess is performed; provided that the monufocturing, dycing or other finishing of

the following shall not be included:

"(a) Knitted fabric, as distinguished from garment scctions
or garments, for salc as suchs

"(b) Full suitings, coatings, topcoatings, and ovcrcoatings.
"(¢) Gorments or garment cccessorics madc from purchascd fabrice
"(d) Gloves or mittens.

"(e¢) Hosiery

"(£) Knitted gorments or garment accessories for use os underwear,
slceping wear, or ncgligccse

"(g) Fleece=lined garments made from knitted fabric contoining
cotton only or conbaining any mixturc of cotton and not more
than 25 por cont, by weight, of wool or animcl fiber other
than silke
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"(h) Knitted shirts of cotton or any synthetic fiber or any
mixture of such fibers which have beoen knit on machinery
of 10=cut or finor; provided that this cxccption shall not
be construcd to cxclude from the Knitted Outerwear Indus=-
try the manufacturing, dycing or other finishing of knitted
shirts made in the same esteblishment as that whore the
knitting process is porformed, if such shirts arc made
wholly or in part of fibers othor than those specificd in
this clausc, or if such shirts of any fiber are knit on
mochinery coarser than 1O-cut,"”

The membérship of this Committee is:

For the Public:

Chairman, Charles Ray
Former Chairmon, Connocticut Minimum Wago Board for the Laundry
Industry, Goodycar, Comnceticut

Paul F. Brisscnden
Profcssor of Econonics
Columbhia University
New York

Johathén W, Daniels
Editor, Tho Ralcigh News and Obsorver
Ralecigh, North Corolina

Harrold English
Chairmon of California State Planning Board
Los Angelcs

Frcd Lazarus, dJre
Vice Pregident and Trecasurer, Feo & Re Lazarus Coe Department Storce

Columbus, Ohio

William N. Loucks

Associnte Professor of Economics
University of Penunsylvania
Philadelphia

For the Employcces:

David Dubinsky
President, International Ladies' Garment Workers! Union

New York
Jacob Halpern

International Ladices'! Garment Workers! Union
Boston
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Abraham Katovsky
International Ladies! Garment Workers!' Union
Cleveland, Ohio

Jennie Matyas
International ladies' Garment Workers' Union
San Francisco, Californis

Louis Nelson
International Ladies!' Garment Workers! Union, Local 155
Brooklyn, New York

Samuel Otto
International Ladies'! Garment Workers! Union
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

For the Employers:

Ingram Bergman
President, Bergman Knitting Mills
Philadelphia

I. Bs Davies

Secretary and Treasurer, Bradley Knitting Company

Delavan, Wisconsin «

John Springthorpe

Pine State Knitwear Mills

Mount Airy, North Carolina

Louis Stefnberg

President, Sternberg Knitting Company

New York

Ee Ws Stewart

President, Pacific Knitting Mills

Los Angeles

Roger W. Whitman

President, American Hosiery Company

New Britain, Connecticut

Three of the Public Members of this Committee ere Public Members of Industry

Committee Noes 2, the Apparel Industry Committece. They are Charles Ray, Chairman,
Jonathen W. Danicls and Harrold Englishs Ired Lazarus, Jre, is a Public liember of

Industry Committec Woe 1, the Textile Committececs This interlocking of public

members in these committees is in responsc to a rccommondation made by Industry

(2031)



-5-

Committce No. 1, "that some duplication of public membership be arranged to assist
in coordinating the wage rccommendations os between Industry Committec Nos 1 and
the committee, or committeces, having jurisdiction over knit garments, and also some
duplication of public memborship between the commigtecs having jurisdiction over
knit garments and that which may have jurisdiction over rclated types of apparcls

| The term "knitted outerwear" has been dofined to cover a wide varicty of
external apparel or covering which is made partially or complctely in knitting
millse In mony cases these garments arc knit in scections dircetly on the machine
so that a distinction between the knitting and the garment-making would be arti-
ficial ond unrcalistics Other types of knitted outerwoar arc tailorcd in apparel
shops from purchascd knitted fabrice In the latter case, the knitting of the fabric
is to be classificd as commercial knitting, undor the jurisdiction of the Knitted
Underwear and Commercial Knitting Committec, whilc the tailoring has been defined
as part of the Apparcl Industry, and undor the jurisdiction of Industry Committce
No. 2 (the Apparel Industry Committce)e

Industry Committcc Noe 8 (the Knitted Underwear cnd Commercial Knitting

Industry Committoe) will recommend o minimum wage schedulc for cmpioyccs engoged
ko )

"(a) Thc manufacturing, dycing or other finishing of any knittcd fabric made
from any yarn or mixturc of yarns, cxccpt:

"l. The knitting from any yarn or mixturc of yarns and the furthér
monufacturing, dycing or other finishing of knitted garments,
knittecd garment scctions or knitted garment accossorics for usc
as external apparcl or covering which arc partially or completely
manufacturcd in the same cstablishment as that where the knitting
process is performcd; provided that this cxception shall not be
construed to apply to the garments or garmont accessorics desige-
nated in clausc (b) of this deofinitione

© "2, Fulled suitings, coatings, topeoatings, or overcoatings cone-
s £ [ ~Yegb |

taining more thoan 25 per cent, by wecight, of wool or animal
fibor othor than silk,
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"3, Hosicry.

"(b) “The manufacturing, dycing or other finishing, from any yorn or
mixture of yarns, or from purchascd knitted fabric, of any of the following pro=

"l. Knitted gorments or gorment accessorics for usc as underwear,
sleogping wear, or negligcecse

"2+ Flecceo=lined garments made from knitted fabric containing «
cotton only or containing any mixture of cotton and not more
than 25 per cent, by weight, of wool or animal fiber other
than silk,

"3e Knitted shirts of cotton or any synthotic fibor or any nix=
turc of such fibers which have been knit on machinery of
10=cut or finer in the samec ostablishment as that where the
knitting procecss is performede

"4, Knittcd towecls or e¢loths.

The members of this Committce arcs

For the Public:

Chairmon, John P. Dcvancy

Formor Chicf Justice of thc Supremc Court of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Mimmesota

Johathén W, Daniols
Editor, Thc Ralcigh News and Obscrver
Ralecigh, North Carolina

Miss Maridén Dickerman
Principal, Todhuntcr School
New York

John D, Evoas
Profcssor of Economics
Albright College
Reading, Pennsylvania

Frod Lozoarus, Jre
Vice President, Fe & Re Lazarus Coe Dopartment Storc
Columbus, Ohio

Goorge Fort Milton

Publisher, Cattanooga, Nows
Chattanoogn, Tenncssce
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Arthur J, Potton
Former Buyer for the Je Ce Ponncy chain
New York

Philip Taft

Assistont Profecssor of Economics
Browm Univorsity

Providcnee, Rhode Island

For the Empioyccs:

David Dubinsky
Prosident, Intornational Ladies' Garment Workers! Union (Independ-
New York ent)

Charles 1fs Fox
President, Unitod Teoxtile Workers of Amcrica (Ae Fo of Lo)
Savannch, Georgia

John S, Martin’
International Ladies! Garmont Workers! Union
Atlanta, Goorgia

Ray Reidcnboch
Textile Workers! Union of Ancrica (CeIeO.)
Konosha, Wisconsin ‘ 5w &R
et &
Emil Ricvo
Geoneral President, Textile Workers!'! Union of America
New York

Samucl Shore
International Ladies!' Gorment Workers?! Union
New York

Harry Wander
International Ladies'! Garment Workers! Union
Newark, Now Jorscy

Joscph P. White
Textile Workers! Union of Anmerica

Cohoes, Now York

For the Employers:

Le Be Boynton
General Mocnager, Earnshaw Knitting Company
Nowton, Massochusctts

Ralph M. Jones
Vice=Presidont, Utica Knitting Company
Utica, New York

Ee Je McMillan
President, Standard Knitting Mills, Inc. (2031)
Knoxville, Tcnnessce




Te Oe Moore

Assistant Secretary, Pe He Haines Knitting Co.

Winston-Salem, North Carolina

Te He Mueller -

Vice=President, Julius Kayser & Coe

New York

William Ravner

President, Warburn Knitwear Coe., Ince

New York

Mitchel Schneider

Mitchel Schneider Corporation

New York

He Eo Sims

Secretary and Treasurer, Atlas Underwear Co.

Piqua, Ohio

This Gommlttee likewise meets the recommendation of Industry Committee Noe 1
(the Textile Industry Commlttee) for "some duplication of public membership." The
Chairmen, John P, Devaney, Jonathan W, Daniels, Miss Marion Dickerman and Arthur J.
Patton are members of the Apparcl Industry Comittee (Industry Committce Noe 2)e
Fred Lazarus, Jre. and George Fort Milton are members of the Textile Industry
Committees
The term "knitted underwear and commercial knitting" has been defined to

cover the making of knit fabrics for sale and the making of underwear, slceping
wear and negligecs from knitted fabrice. Certain additional products covered by
this dofinition arc described specifically. These consist of certain garments end
miscellancous products which arc made predominetely in underwear mills,.some of:
them on the same machincs as thosec used in meking underweare. These gorments are
chiefly sweat shirts and polo shirtse The manufacturc of other garments from
knitted cloth comes under the jurisdiction of the Knitted Outerwecar Committee when

the cutting and sewing is performed in the knitting mill, and under the jurisdic=-

tion of the Apperel Committee whon the manufacturce is carricd out in other
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establishments with purchased knittecd fabric.

As in the case of the previous committees, the Knitted Outerwear Cormittce
and the Knitted Undorwear and Commercial Knitting Cormittec, Mre Androws explained,
were formed after consultation and discussion with cmployer and labor rcproscntoe
tives in the indﬁstry. These two Committcc§vwill meet separately and are indeponde
ent cntiticse Thoy will mrke their own investigations of conditions in their
respective industrics, and will hear witncsses and receive written ovidencce The
Economic Scction of the Wage and Hour Division will furnisb the Committces with
information on cxisting wage rates, competitive conditions, ond other factors.

When these Committecs have finished their investigations, they will file
their recommendations with the Administrotore Tho Administrator will then give
notice to intcrosted persons ond allow them to be heards If, aftor the prescribed
public hearing, he approves the rcocommendation, he will issuc o wage order putting
it into effocte If hc disapproves he may refer the matter back to the committee
or hc moy appoint another committcce He cannot alter a comiittce recommendation,
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